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Call for Papers 

The year 2021 marked 20 years since the first African country adopted a comprehensive data protection 

framework. From then on, data protection regulation has developed and evolved across the continent – 

from personal data protection to the regulation of the digital economy, from the national and sub-

regional to the regional level. Yet, how data protection should be regulated in Africa and which policies 

shall apply are still open questions.  

This conference opens a platform to discuss data protection laws and data protection policies with a pan-

African perspective. Regional and national developments in the last 20 years, internal and external 

influences, the enforcement of data protection laws, and policy perspectives will be identified and 

evaluated by international researchers and practitioners from Africa and beyond. Furthermore, the 

conference intends to bring in and discuss other data-related issues emerging in Africa, specifically, data 

governance, data localization, and the digital economy.  

With this call, we seek abstracts of conference papers (which shall be published in a corresponding book 

after the conference). 

Topics of the Conference: 

• Current State of Data Protection Laws and International Influence in Africa 

Focus lies with the current state of African data protection laws, especially how and to what 

extent international data protection frameworks and practices influence(d) data protection laws 

and reforms. Submissions are not limited to legal frameworks such as the GDPR and the CoE 

Convention 108 but may include a wide range of practices such as the use of standard contract 

clauses by companies and how these practices influence data protection regulation, practice, and 

reforms in Africa. 
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• Data Protection Enforcement: Mechanisms and Cooperation between Data Protection 

Authorities 

Focus is on practical aspects of data protection law enforcement in Africa. The goal is to provide 

a platform for exchange of experiences and challenges – both in terms of enforcement 

mechanisms and cooperation between Data Protection Authorities. 

 

• Digital Identity, Surveillance, and Data Protection 

The African Union is currently developing a framework for a digital ID. This topic intends to 

investigate the development and usage of digital IDs and existing legal and regulatory 

frameworks – including the African Union’s. For purposes of submission, the digital ID in this 

topic is limited to digital identity assigned by government authorities or public-private bodies 

to identify an individual and not the ‘general’ online digital presence / identity. We would like 

to receive submissions on the use, misuse, and legal and regulatory efficacy in the context of 

surveillance, privacy, and data protection. 

 

• Data Law, Data Localization, and Digital Economy 

Submissions should focus on the controversial debate on data localization (sometimes even in 

opposition to data [protection] law harmonization) in the digital era. The purpose is to bring out 

and discuss pros and cons of different approaches to data governance taken by / proposed by 

different policies and stakeholders in Africa and the suitability of such approaches in the 

creation and development of the digital economies in Africa. 

Abstract Submission 

Please send us your anonymized 300-500 word abstract on one of the above described conference topics 

by February 20th 2022. Your submission should include a short bio / CV / list of publications (max. 

2 pages). 

Successful applicants will be invited to present their papers at the conference in Accra, Ghana. The 

conference papers shall be published. Presenters will be required to convert their presentations for the 

publication and submit them by October 31st 2022. Presenters will receive – subject to specific 

conditions – travel allowance and lodging for the three conference days.  

Updates on the Conference will be posted at www.law.ug.edu.gh and www.jura.uni-

passau.de/globaldatalaw/ 

Contact Details 

University of Ghana School of Law 

GA-489-2553 

P.O. Box LG70 

Legon 

Accra 

Ghana 

 

University of Passau Law Faculty 

Research Center for Law and Digitalisation | 

Chair for European and International 

Information and Data Law (Hennemann) 

Rudolph-Guby-Str. 3 

94032 Passau 

Germany

 

For submissions and inquiries send us an email at lawschool@ug.edu.gh and africandatalaws@uni-

passau.de 
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