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Foreword 

Dear Fellow Reader, 

In the last decade, the data protection law reform in Europe gained steam through a legislative 
proposal that would ultimately become the European Union General Protection Regulation 
(GDPR). A decade later, the number of jurisdictions around the world to enact comprehensive 
data protection legislation has almost doubled. Whereas the European Union’s first-mover 
advantage induced by the GDPR has undoubtedly contributed to this increase in legislative 
activity, it is arguably starting to fade as laws from key geopolitical actors appear, most notably 
China and the United States. And yet, the ‘Brussels Effect’ (Bradford) continues to exert 
substantial influence upon lawmakers choosing to emulate the GDPR regulatory architecture, 
not least in the Global South. 

Organised into continents and topics, the selection of maps gathered here aims to visualise 
broadly and to provide a convenient gateway for further research into the ongoing competition 
of data protection frameworks worldwide. By linking to active data protection bills and statutes 
of more than 100 countries as well as over 20 territories (with English translations, where 
available), we hope to offer some assistance in the time-consuming task of locating the relevant 
law(s). To account for developments from July 2022 onwards, this legislative survey is 
complemented by a regularly updated and expanded interactive world map which can be found 
at https://datalaw.uni-passau.de. A second focus of the project consists in pointing out 
instruments of international convergence in the field of data protection law, for instance by 
tracking the progress of modernising Council of Europe Convention 108. Beyond these select 
few issues, we cannot nor do we intend to replicate the efforts and research tools already in 
existence for the vast field that is global privacy and data protection (a non-exhaustive list of 
which is given below). Subsequent instalments of the project will deal with more topical 
aspects, namely with data (subject) rights and with the emerging regulation of various facets of 
the data economy. 

We are more than happy to hear your thoughts about the maps in general and about what we 
have missed – and warmly welcome recommendations in order to close gaps, adjust for our 
(inevitably) European perspective, and to correct us! Please drop us an e-mail to 
moritz.hennemann@uni-passau.de and / or gregor.lienemann@uni-passau.de.  

The maps are a result of team spirit and effort. We like to profoundly thank Anas al-Qudah, 
Patricia Boshe, Maylin Fidler, and Sofija Rašić for adding their invaluable expertise to the 
project and for taking responsibilities on individual maps. Moreover, we extend our gratitude 
to the entire team at the Research Centre for Law and Digitalisation (FREDI), first and foremost 
to our student research assistant Matthias Biller, for extremely helpful support in preparing and 
revising parts of the project. 

Sincerely yours, 
Moritz Hennemann, Gregor Lienemann, and Clemens Spirkl 



 

HENNEMANN / LIENEMANN / SPIRKL, MAPPING GLOBAL DATA LAW I 

Contents 

I. Data Protection Legislation by Continent 

1. L01 │ Africa  

2. L02 │ Asia 

3. L03 │ South America 

4. L04 │ Latin America 

5. L05 │ North America 

6. L06 │ Middle East 

7. L07 │ South Pacific 

8. L08 │ Western Balkans 

 

II. International Standards and Conventions 

1. I01 │ European Union Adequacy Decisions 

2. I02 │ Parties to Council of Europe Convention 108 / 108+ 

3. I03 │ Parties to the Malabo Convention 

 



 

 

Mapping Global Data Law – Helpful Resources 

 

Aaronson, S. / Struett, T. /  Digital Trade & Data Governance Hub – Global Data 

Togola, S. / Wheeler, I. / Zable, A. Governance Map (July 2022), available at: 
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