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Over the past few months, the statutory landscape in the
Middle East as regards data protection has evolved
considerably, with the two largest economies in the region
(Saudia Arabia and UAE) passing laws on the matter. By
and large, they reflect the regulatory model pioneered by
the GDPR in the European Union. As of this writing, both
pieces of legislation are expected to become operational
within a year‘s time.
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‘ The most recent legislative developments emanate from
QY £ Israel, Jordan, and Oman. Whereas the former two nations
introduced long-awaited bills into parliament, the latter
enacted into law a Personal Data Protection Law in
February 2022.
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List of Data Protection Laws in the Middle East

State

Official designation of
the law
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Translation / short title

Law No. (30) 2018 with Respect to Personal Data

Law officially
adopted

DPA established (name)

yes (Personal Data Protection Authority)

Enforcement
commenced

Bahrain 2018 : 19 July 2018 - NB: responsibiliities held by the Ministry of 1 August 2019'
Protection - . g
Justice and Islamic Affairs
-X"NYND ,NI'019N NN ZIN es
1981-x" y
Israel (amending Bill No. 14 currently Protection of Privacy Law, 5741-1981 11 March 1981 (Israel Privacy Authority, preceded by ILITA and the 11 August 1981
under deliberation) Database Registrar within the Ministry of Justice)
Jordan Soai dilf libll Lloa (g4l Personal Data Protection Bill (unnumbered) - - -
Ul paddilea da5Y no (Communication & Information Technology 1 Aoril 2022
Kuwait (v 1.8, telecommunications sector Data Privacy Protection Requlation 1 April 2021 Regulatory Authority, competent authority in the date of PIF'I © 110
only) telecommunications sector) (date of compliance, art. T1(1))
bl 5 40 5 SYY) Elalaall 58 Law No. 81 of 10 October 2018 on no
Lebanon (2018) 43l (81) o8 duaddl) Electronic Transactions and Personal Data, 10 October 2018 (Ministry of Economy and Trade to issue licenses -
artt. 85-109 and permits to data processors, art. 94-98)
Oman bl Laddl) bl Al o 4ld Personal Data Protection Law 9 February 2022 no (prospective regulator: Ministry of Transport, 13 February 20232
s 4l 6/2022 (issued by Royal Decree No. 6 of 2022) y Communications and Information Technology) (one year after publication)
g uad 8l Ll da goad Glas ol Law No. 13 of 2016 on no 29 January 2018°
Qatar 2016 4. (13) Personal Data Privacy Protection S NG AU (Ministry of Transport and Communications) (extensions under art. 30(2))
State of (Ministerial Resolution 03/2019
Palestine addresses duty to obtain consent) . ) ) .
Saudi Tpad ) i) las o004 1443 Personal Data Protection Law 2021 yes 17 March 2023
Arabia (A443/218 52 53 (19/e) 2 Soe ) (o510 by Royal Decree M/19 of 17 September 2021) |7 Scptember 2021 (Saudi Data & Al Authority) (18-month transition period)
United Arab Fnaddl) bl dlasd alasy) o il Federal Decree-Law No. 45 of 2021 on the Protection no compliance within six months
. (not yet published in the Official of Personal Data 20 September 2021 (UAE Data Office as instituted by Federal Decree- after publication of Executive
Emirates Gazette) - NB: further laws enacted in Abu Dhabi and Dubai Law No. 44/2021 is yet to be established) Regulations, art. 29
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https://lmra.bh/portal/files/cms/shared/file/K3018.pdf
http://www.pdp.gov.bh/en/regulations.html
http://www.pdp.gov.bh/en/index.html
http://www.pdp.gov.bh/en/about-PDPA.html
http://www.pdp.gov.bh/en/about-PDPA.html
https://www.nevo.co.il/law_html/law00/71631.htm
https://fs.knesset.gov.il/24/law/24_ls1_615961.pdf
https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/legalinfo/legislation/en/ProtectionofPrivacyLaw57411981unofficialtranslatio.pdf
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/the_privacy_protection_authority/govil-landing-page
http://lob.jo/?v=1.14&url=ar/DraftDetails?DraftID:10254,AddComment:0,PageIndex:1&DraftTitle:%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%A9-/--%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%87-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://citra.gov.kw/sites/ar/LegalReferences/Data%20Privacy.pdf
https://www.citra.gov.kw/sites/en/LegalReferences/Data_Privacy_Protection_Regulation.pdf
https://www.citra.gov.kw/sites/en/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.bdl.gov.lb/files/laws/Law81.pdf
https://cyrilla.org/en/entity/vrlqtpwf7ss?page=3
https://cyrilla.org/en/entity/vrlqtpwf7ss?page=3
https://data.qanoon.om/ar/rd/2022/2022-006.pdf?_ga=2.186346913.942777877.1645224887-1153990097.1645224887&_gl=1*1cs3l1g*_ga*MTE1Mzk5MDA5Ny4xNjQ1MjI0ODg3*_ga_0KKDYYZ464*MTY0NTIyNDg4Ni4xLjAuMTY0NTIyNDg4Ni4w
https://www.addleshawgoddard.com/zh/insights/insights-briefings/2022/data-protection/oman-data-protection-law-2022/
https://almeezan.qa/LawPage.aspx?id=7121
https://compliance.qcert.org/sites/default/files/library/2020-11/Law%20No.%20(13)%20of%202016%20%20on%20Protecting%20Personal%20Data%20Privacy%20-%20English.pdf
https://compliance.qcert.org/sites/default/files/library/2020-11/Law%20No.%20(13)%20of%202016%20%20on%20Protecting%20Personal%20Data%20Privacy%20-%20English.pdf
https://www.motc.gov.qa/en
https://www.mondaq.com/data-protection/718116/qatar39s-data-privacy-law-no-further-council-of-ministers-extensions-for-compliance
http://muqtafi2.birzeit.edu/pdf/act/2019/decsnmc_CouncilMinisters_2019-06-16_ar/3_2019.pdf
https://laws.boe.gov.sa/BoeLaws/Laws/LawDetails/b7cfae89-828e-4994-b167-adaa00e37188/1
https://laws.boe.gov.sa/BoeLaws/Laws/LawDetails/b7cfae89-828e-4994-b167-adaa00e37188/1
https://sdaia.gov.sa/?Lang=en
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=077d9e6c-46c4-40c2-97c1-09457dd478d6
https://adgmen.thomsonreuters.com/sites/default/files/net_file_store/ADGM1547_23167_VER2021.pdf
https://www.difc.ae/business/laws-regulations/legal-database/data-protection-law-difc-law-no-5-2020/
https://www.jura.uni-passau.de/fakultaet/forschungseinrichtungen/fredi/data-law-maps/
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